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Commencement Speaker

Chadron State College’s Winter Commencement Speaker will be Dr. Hortensia Soto.
Since 2020, Soto, a CSC Distinguished Young Alumni recipient, has been a professor
of mathematics at Colorado State University and Graduate Director in the Department
of Mathematics since 2023. The combined ceremony for undergraduates and graduates
will be Friday, Dec. 12 at 2 p.m. in the Chicoine Center.

Originally from Morrill, Nebraska, Soto earned a bachelor’s degree in mathematics
and a master’s in mathematics education from CSC. She earned an additional master’s
degree in mathematics from the University of Arizona, and a doctorate in Educational
Mathematics from the University of Northern Colorado.

Soto has promoted mathematics via summer outreach programs and frequently
facilitates professional development for K-16 teachers, including in the Nebraska
Panhandle.

She is a working member of the Mathematical Association of America (MAA) where
she has served as associate treasurer, associate secretary, president, and an editor of
the MAA Instructional Practices Guide that provides national guidance for effective,
research-informed mathematics teaching,.

Dr. Hortensia Soto

Soto began her career as an assistant and later associate professor of mathematics
at Colorado State University—Pueblo from 1995 to 2005. She also taught 15 years at the University of Northern Colorado,
advancing to full professor.

She has been recognized for excellence in teaching, mentorship, and service at the departmental, college, and national levels.
Early in her career, she was honored with awards such as the Graduate Deans Citation for Excellence and the Most Supportive
Faculty Award at CSU-Pueblo.

Recent highlights include a 2022 nomination for the CSU Alumni Association’s Best Teacher Award and the prestigious
2018 MAA Deborah and Franklin Tepper Haimo Award for Distinguished College or University Teaching of Mathematics.
Additional honors include multiple outstanding faculty recognitions from student groups, residence life programs, and
academic units.

Her contributions extend beyond the classroom into research mentorship and institutional service. She earned the College
of Natural and Health Sciences’ Excellence in Faculty Research Mentor Award and the Excellence in Service Award at the
University of Northern Colorado and the MAA Meritorious Service Award.

Soto also contributes to cross-institutional collaborations that investigate professional development opportunities for
collegiate instructors and the role of teachers in supporting students’ reasoning.

Her research centers on the teaching and learning of K-16 mathematics and embraces a philosophy that claims learning is
body-based. She has used this lens in teaching and researching the learning of applicable mathematical concepts.

She has about 100 publications and delivered about 100 talks about her work nationally and internationally. Her early
publications included studies on students’ geometric reasoning and expert conceptions of complex-valued functions. She
has also published extensively about mathematics teacher education, pre-service teacher learning, technology-enhanced
instruction, assessment practices, and initiatives supporting women in mathematics.

Soto’s 25 years of research centers on how students learn advanced mathematics through visualization, metaphor, and active
learning. Her articles focus on deepening mathematical understanding through innovative modes of learning and improving
mathematics education from the secondary level to undergraduate and teacher-preparation settings. Recent articles explore
imaginative approaches to abstract algebra, and new frameworks in mathematical thinking.

Her extensive publications include recurring contributions to the MAA, as well as numerous peer-reviewed conference
proceedings exploring embodied learning, teacher preparation, undergraduate mathematics education, and student
engagement. She highlights collaborative partnerships, inclusive pedagogy, broadening participation in STEM, and innovative
approaches to understanding and teaching mathematics.

In her free time, she enjoys hiking, snowshoeing, practicing yoga, meditating, and spending time with her son, Miguel.



Chadron State College

Winter Commencement
Friday, December 12, 2025 | 2 p.m. | Chicoine Center

*Pomp and CIrCUMSTANCE. . . .« .ottt ettt e e e e e e et e e e Edward Elgar
Arr. By James Ploybar

Performed by the Chadron State College Wind Symphony

Directed by Dr. Michael Stephens, Professor of Music

*Posting of Colors . ... oottt Chadron State College ROTC
*Star Spangled Banner . ... ... Arr. Sidney Shuler
Performed by the CSC Wind Symphony

Opening Remarks ... ... Dr. Jodi Kupper
President of Chadron State College

Moment of Reflection . . . ... Ms. Elleigh Ann Fisher

Bachelor of Science Degree Candidate

Welcome . ..ot Dr. Jodi Kupper
Dr. Kimberly Paddock-O’Reilly
Vice President for Academic Affairs

GIEEINES .« v vttt ettt et e e e e e e e e Ms. Marjean Terrell
Vice Chair and Academic and Personnel Committee Chair
Nebraska State College System

Introduction of Speaker . . .. ... ..o Dr. Jodi Kupper

Message to the Graduating Class .. ......... .. i Dr. Hortensia Soto
Professor and Graduate Director of Mathematics at Colorado State University
Past President of the Mathematical Association of America

Presentation of Graduate Class of 2025 .. ........ ... ... ... ... ... Dr. Kimberly Paddock-O’Reilly

Conferral of Masters’ Degrees. . .. ..ottt Dr. Jodi Kupper

Hooding. .. ... o Graduate Faculty Advisors
Assisted by:

Dr. James Margetts, Dean of the School of Liberal Arts
Dr. Brittany Helmbrecht, Dean of the School of Professional Studies and Applied Sciences
Dr. Shaunda French-Collins, Dean of the School of Business, Mathematics, and Science

Recognition of Honor Graduates. . ........... ... . ... . ... .. Dr. Kimberly Paddock-O’Reilly
Presentation of the Undergraduate Class of 2025 ..................... Dr. Kimberly Paddock-O’Reilly
Conferral of Bachelors’ Degrees . ... ..o Dr. Jodi Kupper
Closing Remarks . ...... .. .. . Dr. Kimberly Paddock-O’Reilly
Moment of Reflection . ... ... Ms. Dannyn Dame

Master of Arts in Education Degree Recipient

*Fanfare and Recessional . ... ... ... .. . Dr. Michael Stephenss
Performed by the CSC Wind Symphony
*Please stand
Flowers donated in part by The New Leaf Marketplace of Chadron.



Academic Regalia

The history of academic dress goes back to the early days of the oldest universities. In England, in the second half of the
14th Century, statutes of certain colleges prohibited “excess in apparel” and prescribed the wearing of a long gown. Originally
gowns may have been worn for warmth in the unheated buildings frequented by medieval scholars.

The gown is usually of black material. Bachelor’s gowns have long pointed sleeves; Master’s gowns have full-length square
sleeves, crescent-shaped at the bottom; and the Doctor’s gowns have full, round, open sleeves. The Doctor’s gown is closed and
faced with panels of velvet down the front. Three velvet bars decorate each sleeve.

The cap, generally the square mortar-board, but sometimes for Doctor’s, a round, soft, flat velvet hat (a style borrowed from
foreign universities), bears a tassel which may be black for all ranks and degrees, or may be of gold thread for Doctor’s and the
color of the degree for Bachelor’s and Master’s. Only the Doctor’s cap may be of velvet.

The hood is the principal indicator of the nature and source of the degree. Bachelor’s hoods are three feet long with two-inch
wide velvet side-panels; Master’s, three-and-one-half feet with three-inch panels, and Doctor’s, four feet with five-inch panels.
The silk lining bears the colors of the institution that conferred the degree and the color of the velvet panels indicates the field
of study. Hoods may be worn only after the degree has been granted.

Land Acknowledgement Statement

We acknowledge that Chadron State College is situated on the land of multiple Native nations, past and present. These
original homelands are the territory of Indigenous peoples who were largely dispossessed and removed. We specifically
acknowledge these are the traditional homelands of the Lakota, Cheyenne, and Arapaho people.

Chadron State College pledges to support and advocate for the histories, cultures, languages, and territorial rights of historic
and contemporary Indigenous peoples of this region. This statement affirms continuous Indigenous presence and rights,
acknowledges the ongoing effects of settler colonization, and supports Indigenous struggles for political, legal, and cultural
sovereignty.

This Program is Not an Ofhicial Graduation List

This printed program lists students who held the status of degree candidates during the Spring term and may, pending the
outcome of final examinations and final grades, become graduates. Therefore, it should not be used to determine a student’s
final academic (Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, Cum Laude) or degree status. The College’s official registry for
conferral of degrees is the student’s permanent academic record kept by the Records Office, Crites Hall, Chadron, NE 69337.

Degrees with Honors

Degrees with honors are conferred in accordance with the following index numbers which represent the scholastic ratio
for all Chadron State College course work (based on a 4.0 scale). Graduation with academic honors requires the completion
of at least 45 hours from Chadron State College by the end of the first 8-week session of the spring 2024 semester. Graduate
students and students receiving a second Bachelor’s degree are not eligible for honors.

Cum Laude . . ..o 3.60-3.74
MagnaCum Laude . ........ ... . i 3.75-3.89
Summa Cum Laude ... ... 3.90-4.00

(The medallion worn around the neck of the candidates denotes Degrees with Honors)

Congratulations, Graduate!

We're proud of your achievement and welcome you to the Chadron State Alumni Association. The Alumni

I Association and office is your lifelong connection to CSC.

Be sure to join ConnectCSC, Chadron State’s exclusive platform to keep you connected to campus and fellow

CHADRON STATE

ALUMNI €SC Alumni as you advance your career and personal life. With ConnectCSC, you’ll have access to mentors,
exclusive job offers, career advice, and networking — all provided by other CSC alumni.

You can join ConnectCSC at csc.edu/connect. For information about alumni events, reunions and campus news about your
alma mater, visit csc.edu/alumni.



Candidates for Graduate Degrees

Master of Arts in Education

Brooke Alexander..........cooviiiiiiiiiinn. Anchorage, Alaska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
BarbaraJuneBauder..................... Mitchell, South Dakota
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Melanie Rosetta Black Calf.................... Gordon, Nebraska
Educational Administration

Christopher C.Blecha ...................... Humboldt, Nebraska
School Counseling

Danielle Rose Coleman..................... Valentine, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
ShanaR.Cornett........covviviiniiinnn.. Tilden, Nebraska
School Counseling

DannynDame ........covviviiiiiiiin.. Cheyenne, Wyoming
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Erica Rubee Escamilla-Pfeiffer................. Alliance, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Abigail E.Fehr ... Ogallala, Nebraska
Educational Administration

Ann Jeanine Greving-Brown............... Marquette, Nebraska
School Counseling

Jayden Elizabeth Gubbels ................... Hubbard, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
TyOthoHansen...............oooviient.n. Fremont, Nebraska
School Counseling

Matthew G.Hare...........ooviiinii.. Chadron, Nebraska
Science/Mathematics

McKenna Beth Headley....................... Ogallala, Nebraska
Educational Administration

Tyra Ann Hofferber..................ooo. L. Shickley, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
TovalynnHoman...............cooiiinnte. Pierre, South Dakota
School Counseling

Aline Hopkins. ..........ooviiiiiiiiiiiinn.., Anchorage, Alaska
Educational Administration

Jamia Kianie Johnson ......................... Casper, Wyoming
School Counseling

TabithaJoJohnson..................ooitt. Alliance, Nebraska
Educational Administration

Kassidy Danielle Johnson.................... Douglas, Wyoming
Educational Administration

DianaJoKnaak ........c.coviiiiiiiiiinii. Lyons, Nebraska
School Counseling

RyanReed Lovell...............cooooiiii. Rushville, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Amanda M. Margrave ................... Rock Springs, Wyoming
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Trystan Rain Meadows ................... Gothenburg, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Svyatoslav Pashchenko................ Hingham, Massachusetts
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

IsnaH.Patel ....oovvniii Chadron, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Joseph Lincoln Patterson...................... Gering, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

JessicaE.Power. ..o v McCook, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
BriannaRedfern.............oooviiiiiiiii Charlo, Montana
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
KatarinaRischling........................... Chadron, Nebraska

Educational Administration

Michelle Lee Serl........covvviiviiiiniininn. Alliance, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Paige Elizabeth Short......................... Buffalo, Wyoming
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

CarrieLlynn Smith ..., Arapahoe, Nebraska
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

ChristineTodd .......oovviiiiiii et Cameron, Montana
Educational Administration

Kyle William Webb ................. Belle Fourche, South Dakota
School Counseling

MarissaWidiker.........oovviviinininnn.. Glenrock, Wyoming
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
QuinnTaylorWragge...........c.oovvnvenn... Crofton, Nebraska
School Counseling

GarrettZoucha ..o Carleton, Nebraska

Educational Administration

Master of Business Administration

Jared Thomas Ackerman.................. Stromsburg, Nebraska
Business Administration
Shane Allen Alesi............ooviviiiin... Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
Business Administration
AshlandBaca .......covveiiiiinninnnn.. Pueblo West, Colorado
Business Administration
Dallas Margaret Cafferty..................... Chadron, Nebraska
Business Administration
JasonDeanCowan............ovveunennn.. Wheatland, Wyoming
Business Administration
Braden Robert Fagenbush................. Wheatland, Wyoming
Business Administration
Kaleb Lee Fritz.........ccoovviiiiiiitn. Ainsworth, Nebraska
Business Administration
Christopher T.Greco............ooveevn... Berwick, Pennsylvania
Business Administration
Mason Hamilton ...t Gillette, Wyoming
Business Administration
Chaela Christine Holmes. .................. Custer, South Dakota
Business Administration
TaylorMillay .......cooviiii i Casper, Wyoming
Business Administration
Matthew D. Nielsen ...t Brunswick, Nebraska
Business Administration
Jordan C.Nwalor. ..o Toronto, Canada
Business Administration
Daniel J.Ralph ...t San Diego, California
Business Administration
TiarraleeRouse ......covvvviiiinianinnnn.. Kearney, Nebraska
Business Administration
Heather AnneSalmon.......................... Lamar, Nebraska
Business Administration
MellisaSari ..ot Clifton, Arizona
Business Administration
Amber Faye Weber................oooeentt Imperial, Nebraska

Business Administration

Master of Education

Brooke Marie Boroff...................... Grand Isand, Nebraska
Curriculum and Instruction/Secondary
Logan Katherine Hamik.................. Grand Island, Nebraska
Curriculum and Instruction/Secondary
Avery Grace Schwartzkopf................. Scottsbluff, Nebraska

Curriculum and Instruction-Reading Specialist



Bachelor of

Candidates for Undergraduate Degrees

Applied Science

TaylorGilbert ........ccoooviii i, Casper, Wyoming

magna cum laude

Bachelor of

John Isaac Abramson

Isabella Marie Adams
cum laude

summa cum laude

Technical Occupations

Arts

...................... Castle Rock, Colorado
Business Administration

..................... Pueblo West, Colorado
Sport, Fitness, and Recreation Management

......................... Las Vegas, Nevada
Psychological Sciences

Francisco Gabriel Barrios...........cccovvuenn. Mitchell, Nebraska

cum laude

Business Administration

Caela AnneBenkendorf ..................... Elizabeth, Colorado

Mikkal Kae Black .. ..

Family and Consumer Sciences

................... Rapid City, South Dakota
Business Administration

Chase ChristopherBoyer ..................... Alliance, Nebraska

Business Administration

Raeleigh Cherrie Bridges .................... Chadron, Nebraska

Sarah Carpenter.....

Lizbeth Annie Carrillo
magna cum laude

Business Administration

........................... Parker, Colorado
Psychological Sciences

........................ Alliance, Nebraska
Business Administration

Chance Michael Carter ........ccovvvnivninnnn. Sidney, Nebraska

summa cum laude

Business Administration

LeAnnaJoleneCramer ...................... Wellfleet, Nebraska

summa cum laude
Bria Ann Delimont ..

Business Administration

...................... Ainsworth, Nebraska
Business Administration

Abigail Marie Deveraux.................... Newcastle, Wyoming

Quincy Fegor Efeturi
summa cum laude

Kwame Frimpong....
Jenny Garcia........
cum laude

Ainsley Gerten......
Cael Burke Gunkel. ..

Roan Haugen.......

Business Administration

............................. Lagos, Nigeria
Business Administration

........................ Hillside, New Jersey
Business Administration

...................... Torrington, Wyoming
Interdisciplinary Studies

........................ Fremont, Nebraska
Family and Consumer Sciences

................ Colorado Springs, Colorado
General Business

...................... Newcastle, Wyoming
Advanced English Studies

Delaney SuzanneHaun.................... Scottsbluff, Nebraska

Elizabeth Ann Heger

Reed Andrew Henkel

Family and Consumer Sciences

................. Underwood, North Dakota
Business Administration

.......................... Arvada, Colorado
Sport, Fitness, and Recreation Management

Josephine SueHolthus ...................... Saint Charles, lowa
summa cum laude Interdisciplinary Studies
Kaylee Hawley Hughes ...................... Crawford, Nebraska
cum laude Psychological Sciences

Nathaniel Jones.....

Zayne Jones ........

....................... Doniphan, Nebraska
Business Administration

........................ Chadron, Nebraska
Sport, Fitness, and Recreation Management

Kathryn Alyssa Kratzer...................... ... Sidney, Nebraska
Business Administration

Cody Edward Kronhofman................. Ainsworth, Nebraska
cum laude Interdisciplinary Studies
Billy James Larson..................... Prairie City, South Dakota
Advanced English Studies

Kylie Sue Licking .........cooviiiiiiiinian.., Seneca, Nebraska
Business Administration

Sydney Marie Loyet ...................... Fountain Hills, Arizona
Interdisciplinary Studies

Madison Marie Mashek........................ Sidney, Nebraska
Psychological Sciences

Brooke AshliMcCully...................coo.t Mullen, Nebraska
cum laude Business Administration
Kerry E.OISON. . .ovvi i Gering, Nebraska
Interdisciplinary Studies

Angelyse LilianaPerez..................... Newcastle, Wyoming
summa cum laude Art
Angelina RaquelQuezada ..................... Denver, Colorado
Sport, Fitness, and Recreation Management

CassandraJanay Rivera.................... San Diego, California
Interdisciplinary Studies

Hadlee J.Rudloff.........ccooiiiiiiid Crawford, Nebraska
Business Administration

Jacob Wayne Schuettler.................... Columbus, Nebraska
Psychological Sciences

Chloe Leigh Shatswell .................. Spearfish, South Dakota
summa cum laude Theatre
EmersonLee Somers............ccovviiinn... Chadron, Nebraska
History

Connagher D. Stumpff..................... Newcastle, Wyoming
Psychological Sciences

Gabriel JamesVarvel ..................... Hay Springs, Nebraska
General Business

Zyterious Wright...................cooall Lincolnton, Georgia
Interdisciplinary Studies
WilsonYee.....ooovvniiiiiiiiiiane. Littleton, Colorado
Interdisciplinary Studies

DaxCadeYeradi .......covvvvvniiniiniinnnnnn. Wright, Wyoming
Business Administration

JacobZelm ..o Stanton, Nebraska

Business Administration

Bachelor of Science

Brennen Danilo Bullock Hanes ......... Edgemont, South Dakota
Rangeland Management

Elleigh AnnFisher........................ North Platte, Nebraska
cum laude Biology
Casey LynnKnobloch........................... Birney, Montana
Rangeland Management

AlliRheaNovak ..........ccooviiiiiint, Dorchester, Nebraska
Health Sciences

Preston Lee Pearson..........ccovvvvviivnnnn. Kearney, Nebraska
cum laude Biology
Maclain Joseph Shevlin..................... Columbus, Nebraska
Rangeland Management

Janae MarieSliva............ooooeiiint. Platte Center, Nebraska

summa cum laude Rangeland Management



Candidates for Undergraduate Degrees

Bachelor of Science in Education

BrendaBorjas............cooiiiiiiiii Gering, Nebraska
magna cum laude Elementary Education
Samantha Rose Brunner................... Cheyenne, Wyoming
summa cum laude Elementary Education
Faith MarieBuck ......................... Greenwood, Nebraska
cum laude Special Education
Ashley Sue Callahan...................... Cedar Bluffs, Nebraska
summa cum laude Elementary Education
Jaime FayeCawley ... Bayard, Nebraska
Early Childhood Education

Karly AnnCodr.......ooovviiiiiiiiiininn. Lincoln, Nebraska
cum laude Music Education
Kirby Lyn Corfield .........cooiiiiiiiin..s, Brady, Nebraska
cum laude Science Education
RamseyDeming .............c.oooiint Rapid City, South Dakota
Elementary Education

Kaylee JoEckert..........cooviiiiiiiiiin.t McCook, Nebraska
Elementary Education

WyattEllis...........coovviiiiiiiit Hot Springs, South Dakota
Music Education

Anna Maye Fisher.................o..ooa. Beaver City, Nebraska
Family and Consumer Sciences Education

Misty AnneFord ... Red Oak, Texas
summa cum laude Special Education
Jenny Forker. ... Stuart, Nebraska
summa cum laude Special Education
Mary Elizabeth Fries........................0 Minden, Nebraska
Special Education

Ashlee Rose Glandt .................... Rapid City, South Dakota
summa cum laude Social Science Education
John Frederick Gosh Il ................coiiiatt. Wasilla, Alaska
Elementary Education

Jaedyn Tyler Gronemeyer..............coeen. Cheraw, Colorado
summa cum laude History Education
Caydince Dee Groth.................. ... Cheyenne, Wyoming
Health and Physical Education

Jacob Patrick Haertel ................. Hot Springs, South Dakota
summa cum laude Music Education
DaneaHanson..........ccoovvvviininn... Hemingford, Nebraska
magna cum laude Family and Consumer Sciences Education
CarlieJeanHelgoth .......................... Burwell, Nebraska
Elementary Education

Ashlyn Lee Henderson ....................... Hyannis, Nebraska
magna cum laude Elementary Education
MadelineHill ...........ocooiiiiiiia... Ranchester, Wyoming
summa cum laude Elementary Education
Jessica Paige Johnson ....................... Douglas, Wyoming
summa cum laude Special Education
Jayden AlyssaKanno ...............coooiiint. Morrill, Nebraska
Elementary Education

TamaraS.Kinsman...........coovvvnenn.. Perkinsville, Vermont
cum laude Special Education
Danielle L. Krajnik............ocooiiiiia. Superior, Nebraska
summa cum laude Elementary Education
Jason Joseph Kubicek ....................... Fremont, Nebraska
summa cum laude Special Education
Brynnlee Taite Marks . ...........coooiviiiin.... Pierce, Nebraska
summa cum laude Elementary Education
Megan M. Martinez ....................... Torrington, Wyoming

summa cum laude Elementary Education

Tiffany Ann McCarthy .. ..

summa cum laude

Taylor Ann Meineke.........

Madison Lee Miller.......

summa cum laude

Vicki Kay Miller............

summa cum laude

Millie Mae Mitchell ........

summa cum laude

................ Plattsmouth, Nebraska
Special Education

................... Sheridan, Wyoming
Elementary Education

................. Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Elementary Education

..................... Dodge, Nebraska
Early Childhood Education

.................. Arlington, Nebraska
Middle Level Education Education

Mohammed Anass Moustahwid. . ...... Woodruff, South Carolina

cum laude

Rylee Kay Naprstek.......

summa cum laude

Aspen D.Newman .......

Kyle Lee Novak...........

magna cum laude

Aspen J. Olson Auer......

JennaPoulsen ...........

magna cum laude

Kayleigh Ann Reinsbach..
Jennifer Lee Ritchie ......
Brayden DeanRyan ......

Amy Rose Simonson .....

summa cum laude

Hannah Maxine Smith....
Skyler M. Smyres.........

Joslyn Lee Strohschein ...

summa cum laude

Mandy Strolberg.........

summa cum laude

Emmali Jenae Taylor.......

Lesa Kathryn Tines........

summa cum laude

Olivia Delores Valadez. ...

summa cum laude

Aubrianna Alise Walter . ..

cum laude

Jennifer Morgan Wimmer
magna cum laude

Dylon Mathew Zink .......

Mathematics Education

................ Gothenburg, Nebraska
Elementary Education

................... Sheridan, Wyoming
Special Education

..................... Rosalie, Nebraska
Elementary Education

.................. Gunnison, Colorado
Early Childhood Education

..................... Tilden, Nebraska
Elementary Education

..................... Casper, Wyoming
Elementary Education

................... Litchfield, Nebraska
Elementary Education

..................... Gering, Nebraska
Special Education

................ Ranchester, Wyoming
Elementary Education

...................... Cozad, Nebraska
Special Education

................... Crawford, Nebraska
Social Science Education

..................... Wright, Wyoming
Elementary Education

...................... Axtell, Nebraska
Elementary Education

................. Beaver City, Nebraska
Elementary Education

................. Culbertson, Nebraska
Elementary Education

.................... Alliance, Nebraska
Music Education

...................... Limon, Colorado
Elementary Education

................. Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Special Education

.................... Ogallala, Nebraska
Special Education



Chadron State College’s Ceremonial Mace

The Chadron State College Ceremonial Mace celebrates the institution’s authority to
confer degrees and symbolizes its academic independence. The Ceremonial Mace also
represents the status of the college’s president; as such, it is only present at commencements
and other events organized and attended by the President.

The design of the Chadron State College Ceremonial Mace blends Eurasian and Native
American traditions. The mace head and three-foot shaft are an ornamental version of an
ancient Eurasian weapon. In a practice that dates back at least to the Copper Age, the mace
bearer holds a position of influence and respect. Use of maces in academic proceedings
in Europe began in the 15th century, and many American institutions have adopted the
tradition to acknowledge the continuity of educational structures. These enduring values
are represented by two Chadron State College official seals on the mace head.

As we stand today on Lakota, Cheyenne, and Arapaho homelands, the Chadron State
College Ceremonial Mace also honors their traditions. The engraved feathers on the mace
handle pay homage to the ceremonial Eagle Staff. Also a revered symbol of authority, the
Eagle Staff represents strength, honor, unity, and heritage. The Medicine Wheel medallions
on the mace head are part of a 5,000-year-old tradition shared by many Indigenous nations.
In the modern academy, the Medicine Wheel encourages teaching about biological and
human interconnections. The engraved words on the rand beneath the mace head read, “We are all related” in English and
“Mitdkuye Oyds’i)” in Lakota — they remind us to attend to these values.

The Eagle on top of the mace is an important symbol in many cultures. Everyone involved with Chadron State College
thinks of themselves as an Eagle. The Eagle is the college’s mascot and we collectively admire the bird’s noble spirit. Similarly,
in Native American culture, the Eagle represents strength and bravery; its feathers are a sign of sacredness.

Chadron State College’s Presidential Medallion

A presidential medallion is an ancient symbol of authority; the chain of office is worn by the head of the college which
signifies the institution’s charter to confer degrees and honors.

Chadron State College commissioned the creation of a presidential medallion in 2023
as a symbol of the President’s Office. The medallion itself bears the seal of the institution,
and the links adjoining the chain are engraved individually with the names of the 12
presidents of Chadron State College, dating back to the institution’s founding in 1911.
The presidential medallion is worn on academic and ceremonial occasions by those who
serve Chadron State College as president and will be passed on to each new president to
symbolize the transfer of office.

To date, Chadron State College has been served by 13 presidents. Their names and

terms of office are listed below.

Joseph Sparks, 1911-1916 Samuel Rankin Jr., 1986-1998

Robert Elliott, 1916-1940 Thomas Krepel, 1998-2005

Wiley Brooks, 1941-1954 Janie Park, 2005-2012

Barton Kline, 1954-1961 Randy Rhine, 2012-2023

F. Clark Elkins, 1961-1967 Ron K. Patterson, 2023-2025 5
Larry Tangeman, 1973-1975 Jodi Kupper, 2025-

Edwin Nelson, 1967-1973 and 1975-1986

Nebraska State
(f ) CHADRON ©> College System
STATE COLLEGE



